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U p c o m i n g    Q A S    E v e n t s  

Join Us!   Everyone Is Welcome!  

Upcoming Programs . . .  

     The Quittapahilla Audubon Society holds its programs 

in the Chapel of the Lebanon Valley Home at 7:30pm 

every fourth Wednesday of the month from September 

through April (with the exception of November and 

December). Due to the holidays, the programs are held 

another week in these two months. Programs are free and 

open to the public. They are designed for a general 

audience and children are welcome when accompanied 

by an adult.  
     Lebanon Valley Home is located one half mile east of 

the intersection of Routes 422 and 934 at 550 East Main 

Street, Annville, PA. There is limited parking in front of 

the Home with additional parking available on the 

adjacent streets. Please use the main entrance at the end 

of the covered walkway in the front of the Home.  
The Chapel is handicap accessible. 

     Please note that the Lebanon Valley Home has a new 

policy regarding the front entrance.  The door will now 

be locked at 6pm each night instead of 8pm for the safety 

of residents.  We will have a QAS member out front on 

meeting nights until the meeting starts to open the door.   

There will also be a doorbell installed which will alert a 

Lebanon Valley Home employee to your presence if you 

are late. 

 

Annual Banquet – May 25, 2016 – Natural 

History and Conservation of the Eastern 

Hellbender Salamander (*see page 9) 
 

The Eastern Hellbender salamander lives in mountain 

streams in Eastern North America and can grow to more 

than 24 inches in length. Conservation biologists are 

concerned that some hellbender populations have been 

declining and that a few may already be extirpated (gone 

from a certain area). 

     One person who has been involved in studying the 

Eastern Hellbender is Dr. Peter Petokas, a Freshwater 

Ecologist and Research Associate with the Clean Water 

Institute at Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA. 

Using photographs, video footage, and a live hellbender 

salamander, Dr. Petokas will describe what he has 

learned about the natural history of one of 

Pennsylvania’s most unique and rarely seen amphibians, 

and the efforts underway to create new habitat and to 

restore declining and extirpated populations.  (photo 

from ohiohistory.org) 

 

And Our Field Trips at a Glance . . . 

Please join us for as many of our field trips as your 

calendar will allow. 
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May 7, 2016 – Walnut Run 
 

Observation of spring wildflowers and ferns by a 

woodland path.   Meet Saturday 9 AM at Pumping 

Station parking lot off Route 322.  Leader Jim M. Logan 

273-8438.  

 

May 14, 2016 – Pennsylvania Migration 

Count (PAMC) 
 

The 25th annual PAMC, a count of migrating birds in 

Lebanon County.  Contact Chuck Berthoud, 889-0196 or 

at cnberthoud@gmail.com 

 

May 22, 2016 – Birdathon 
 

QAS annual fundraiser involves competition between 

teams of birders who try to see (or hear) as many bird 

species as possible in a 24 hour period; obtaining pledges 

on a lump sum or per species basis.  Meet Sunday 8 AM 

at MCWMA visitor center parking lot.  Contact Fritz 

Heilman, 273-0487. 

 

June 26, 2016 – Quittie Wetlands / LVRT - 

combo trip 
 

Meet Sunday 7:30 AM at the wetlands pavilion off 

Walnut St. (near Home Depot) to observe the waterfowl 

and other inhabitants of the wetland.  Then the trip will 

move to LVRT for short walk (around 9:00 am) to 

observe migrating birds and wildlife.  You can do one or 

both – join and leave anytime. Leader Jim Fiorentino, 

269-0675. 

 

July 31, 2016 – Butterflies, Dragonflies and 

Their Habitat 
 

ID by 

binoculars 

of common 

butterflies 

and 

dragonflies 

at the 

MCWMA 

visitor 

center 

grounds 

and 

groomed 

trails.  Meet Sunday 3 PM at the visitor center parking 

lot.  Binoculars, hat and sunscreen suggested.  Leader 

Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.  (Photo by Gary Kinkley). 

 

August 7, 2016 – MCWMA 
 

Observation of resident birds via drive along tour road 

with several stops; with some walking on trails.  Meet 

Sunday 8 AM at visitor center parking lot.  Leader Jim 

Fiorentino, 269-0675. 

 

QAS Needs You!  

  

     If you can give a little bit of your time to QAS, please 

consider becoming a board member, an officer, or a 

committee chairperson.  Your help will be welcome in any 

capacity – even if you only have a little bit of time to help.  

The reach of QAS is only limited by the abilities and 

contributions of our members.  You can talk to any officer 

or board member anytime about your interest in 

volunteering.  We would love to welcome you to the 

QAS team!  
 

 

  

Check out the QAS Grant Program! 

  

The grant applications are online.  We accept them 

year-round!  Check out the QAS website if you or 

someone you know has a project that may qualify 

for a QAS Grant! 
  

  
 

QAS Camper Scholarships – Rosemary Spreha 
 

     QAS is looking for qualified local students to attend 

nature-related summer camps. Scholarships are available 

for students in first through twelfth grade. Scholarships 

are also available for Educators.  Anyone interested in 

attending summer camp and applying for a QAS 

scholarship needs to choose a camp appropriate to their 

age group and submit a scholarship application to QAS. 

Updated applications and the criteria are available online 

at www.QASAudubon.org.  

     Suggested camps include ZooAmerica Day Camp, 

Wildwood Way Day Camp, and Hog Island Audubon 

Camp. Parents are responsible for a portion of the camp 

tuition and transportation to and from camp. 
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Welcome to our new QAS members . . . 

Hope to see you at many of our events!  
 

Robert Brennan, Rober Bucs, Keigh Cheng, Barbara 

Chestnut, Shirley Corbett, Alice Diehl, Steve Eggert, Fay 

Elliott, Pamela Gerberich, Kathryn Grove, Kenneth 

Hadley, Douglas Heagy, Penny Kirst, Ramesh 

Kodavatiganti, Karen Leader, Carole Macadden,Robert 

Mcnamee, Erica Monaco, Louise Pouss, Harish Rao, 

David Rieker, Marsha Schmidt, R. Sibert, Michelle 

Shanaman,  Nancy Smeltzer, Peter Verkouw, Eleanore 

Walz 

  

 

A Word from QAS President Jim 

Fiorentino… 
 

     It’s March 15, 2016 as I write this, and it really is 

starting to feel like Spring has arrived.  The huge piles of 

snow are gone, the snow geese have come and gone at 

Middle Creek, and as I look out my den window writing 

this…I can see my daffodils blooming and a bluebird 

checking out my nest box.  These are sure signs that 

Spring is fast approaching and that means warbler 

migration is not far behind! 

     Each Spring, I look forward more and more to the 

warbler migration.  I’m not sure why that is – age I 

guess.  Anyway, again this year I am planning a trip to 

Magee Marsh the 2nd week of May.  If anyone of you has 

not been to Magee Marsh during the migration, I 

strongly suggest you take the time (a day or two) to visit 

at least once in your birding lifetime.  You will not regret 

the experience anytime soon!  

     Spring also means QAS field trips – and we have 

many planned for our members participation and 

enjoyment.  We begin by looking for Timberdoodles in 

both Swatara State Park and Memorial Lake State Park 

in late March – coordinated by trip leader Gary Kinkley 

(this trip will be completed by the time you read this and 

I hope you all attended at least one of these to observe 

the Woodcock displaying), we also have trips to Middle 

Creek, John Heinz NWR, and Union Canal parks.  If you 

missed them, then do not miss anymore going forward!  

In May, QAS will again participate in the Birdathon and 

the 25th PA migration count – both being coordinated by 

field trip leader Fritz Heilman.  Additionally, in early 

May QAS has a wildflowers and ferns walk in the area of 

Walnut Run (Pumping Station Rd) led by our 

wildflowers & plant field trip leader Jim Logan.  We will 

also have field trips to the Quittie Wetlands on the east 

end of Lebanon and two trips to Middle Creek heading 

into the summer! 

     QAS field trips and programs are intended for the 

education and enjoyment of you – our membership 

and our community!  Please plan on attending one or 

more of the field trips and/or programs in 2016.  The trip 

leaders and program presenters will appreciate your 

support (see the web site and/or the Facebook page for 

further details on any trip or contact any Board members 

or Officers).  I again thank all of you for your support of 

Audubon and QAS.  I also thank all current and former 

Officers and Board members for their continued 

commitment and dedication. 

     In closing, I hope to see all of you along a birding 

trail, at a QAS program, at Magee Marsh, on a QAS field 

trip, or at my favorite birding location – Middle Creek – 

sometime during the Spring 2016 migration.  

     Good Birding! 

 

How Much Do You “like” QAS?  
  

QAS is on Facebook! Please stop by and “like” us. 

We are always adding content about meetings and field 

trips as well as links which may interest QAS members.  

In addition, you can still sign up for the QAS-Announce 

mailing list to receive e-mail reminders for our public 

meetings, field trips, and other announcements of interest.  

Just go to our website at www.qasaudubon.org!  
 

Volunteer Opportunity at Union Canal 

Tunnel Park – Fritz Heilman 
 

     The Friends of the Union Canal Tunnel Park 

organization is looking for volunteers and/or new 

members to assist with various projects at this Lebanon 

County historic site, including any of the following: 

ground maintenance, tunnel fairs, membership 

promotion, publicity, fund raising, grant writing, and 

development and construction.  This local park, a 

property of the Lebanon County Historical Society, 

contains the oldest existing transportation tunnel in the 

United States, and was designated a National Historic 

Landmark by the U.S. Department of the Interior on 

April 9, 1994.   

     Several events are held at the park though out the year 

including Union Canal Days (this year on Saturday, May 

21 and Sunday, May 22), and canal boat rides through 

the tunnel on Sundays during the summer. 

     If interested in volunteer opportunities and/or 

membership to the Friends group, contact the Lebanon 

County Historical Society at 717-272-1473. 

 

http://www.qasaudubon.org/
http://www.qasaudubon.org/
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February 7, 2016 – Middle Creek Wildlife 

Management Area and Lebanon Valley 

Rail Trail – Fritz Heilman  
 

     We had seven participants on this approximately three 

hour visit to Middle Creek Wildlife Management 

Area.  We walked part of the Conservation Trail where 

we observed some common winter birds including 

chickadees and titmice.  In the woodlot to the north, we 

heard and then saw a pileated woodpecker.  A drive up 

the mountain road gave us a nice view of an apparent 

first year yellow-bellied sapsucker. 

     We followed this with a walk along the Willow Point 

Trail where we observed several thousand snow geese 

and several thousand tundra swans.  An adult and three 

immature bald eagles were also noted from Willow 

Point. 

     After our Middle Creek visit, we headed over to 

Hickory Road off Cocalico Road to try for the red-

headed woodpecker reported in this area.  We were able 

to find an adult of this species, which gave us many long 

looks while it was perched in full sunshine.  Our species 

total was 34 for the day. 

 

February 14, 2016 – Union Canal Tunnel 

Park, Lebanon – Fritz Heilman 
 

     We had five participants on the very cold visit to 

Union Canal Tunnel Park for the observation of flora and 

fauna, including data collection for the 19 annual “Great 

Backyard Bird Count.”  We spent two hours on a walk 

around the park through at times thick snow cover.  We 

observed 21 species of birds, including 42 robins 

(feeding on all the fruit/berries still present within the 

park), a cooper’s hawk, two flickers, six bluebirds, and 

what appeared to be a first year yellow-bellied sapsucker.  

Also noted were many specimens of the native black 

cherry tree and numerous deer tracks along with a 

sighting of one deer higher up the slope from us. 

     The canal was frozen and an ice-hockey game was in 

progress near the parking lot.  The only open water was 

within the tunnel where we could observe some large 

icicles hanging from the ceiling. 

 

March 20 & 27, 2016 – Timberdoodle at 

Swatara State Park and Memorial Lake 

State Park – Rosemary Spreha and Gary Kinkley 

 

     The first trip at Swatara State Park was cancelled due 

to a forecast of a wintry mix.  The bad weather never 

came, and three participants decided to take a look for 

themselves.  One participant, Rosemary Spreha, became 

the trip leader and lead a long cold vigil before two birds 

were heard “peenting.”  They were also able to see two 

birds flying.  Even on bitter cold days, Swatara State 

Park is a great place for viewing displaying Woodcocks! 

     The following week’s trip met much milder weather 

on Easter Sunday evening.  A group of five assembled in 

the Middle Lot of Memorial Lake.  We ended up walking 

closer to the Upper Lot as we didn’t hear any close 

Timberdoodles.  We were able to see at least two 

displaying males silhouetted in the air (one flew very low 

over our group), and we were able to briefly get one 

male in the spotlight! 

 

March 21, 2016 – Edwin B. Forsythe 

National Wildlife Refuge – Jim Fiorentino 

 

     We had six participants on this all day visit (about 

five hours on site) to the Edwin B. Forsythe National 

Wildlife Refuge by the coast of New Jersey.  This refuge 

of about 47,000 acres provides habitat for thousands of 

waterfowl and other types of birds in addition to muskrat 

and other wildlife. 

     On our visit we observed forty-four species of birds – 

including: brandt, hooded merganser, widgeon, 

canvasback, snow geese, black duck, and bufflehead 
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among 

others.  Notable 

also were at 

least two 

female marsh 

hawks 

(numerous 

observations of 

this species), a 

long close look 

at an immature 

red-tailed hawk, 

and one peregrine falcon.  Near the end of our tour route 

we finally found our only shore birds – two killdeer. 

     In the woods adjacent to the marsh, we observed 

among other birds – yellow-rumped warblers, two male 

eastern towhees, and we heard the call of a great-horned 

owl. 

     Finally, we had many observations of herring gulls 

that have learned to carry clams, via their beaks, to thirty 

feet high or more.  They then dropped the clams onto the 

road or other hard surfaces to break them open for 

consumption.  It seemed we could not see any herring 

gulls in flight without a clam!  (First Photo by Fritz 

Heilman, Second Photo by Terry Weaver). 

 

April 2, 2016 – Middle Creek Wildlife 

Management Area – Fritz Heilman 

 

     We had eight participants on the field trip to Middle 

Creek Wildlife Management Area.  Even though 

overcast skies and a light rain shower were less than 

ideal conditions to start the visit, conditions soon 

improved and we had many good birds to observe.  

Across the main impoundment we could see the two 

adult bald eagles sitting side by side.  Our stop to check 

the heron rookery yielded many great-blue herons sitting 

on their nests.  We also noted several wild turkeys 

nearby in the field with one male doing a tail display!  

Behind us in the field, we heard and then saw an eastern 

meadowlark.  

A stop along 

the tour road 

provided a 

look at a 

brown 

thrasher, a 

myrtle 

warbler, and 

a kestrel.  

Arriving at 

stop three, 

we observed many tree swallows checking the nest boxes 

and adjacent grounds.  More meadowlarks were at this 

location as well.  We then drove ahead about a half-mile.  

When we parked, we observed four kestrels.  We then 

headed east off the management area to check for the 

red-headed woodpecker near Hickory Road, and were 

pleased to find the adult bird again in the same small 

woodlot next to Cocalico Creek.  

     I also want to note that Gerry Boltz and I checked the 

great-horned owl nest off Prescott Road and we observed 

an adult with at least one young owlet. 

     Finally, I made a check on the bald eagle nest off 

route 343 and noted at least two young eaglets in the nest 

and a drive over to the bald eagle nest off Pine Road 

yielded an observation of an adult eagle feeding two 

eaglets – these two were younger than the route 343 nest 

eaglets. 

 

March 4 & 5, 2016 – Chesapeake Bay 

Environmental Center and Blackwater 

National Wildlife Reserve – Jim Fiorentino 
 

     On Friday, March 4, Art Schiavo and I left Cornwall 

at 9am to travel to Blackwater NWR for a scheduled 

birding trip on Saturday, March 5 with the Pennsylvania 

Society for Ornithology 

(http://www.pabirds.org/Index.html). 

     We planned to bird on the way down and decided to 

check out the Chesapeake Bay Environmental Center in 

Garsonville, Maryland.  It was a rather cold, windy day 

when we arrived and met up with two follow birders to 

walk around and check out the area. 

     We did not see the thousands of waterfowl species 

that have been reported recently mostly due to a clipper 

snow storm that moved through the area the night before.  

However, we were not entirely disappointed (it's always 

good to be out birding) as we did end the 2-1/2 hour 

chilly visit with 37 species including:  Canvasback, 

Towhee, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Fox Sparrow, and 

Yellow-rumped Warblers. 
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     All in all, it was a nice visit and everyone in the group 

had a least one FOY (1st of year species) for the visit.  I 

am planning to add this area to the QAS field trip list for 

2016-17, and I plan on returning before that for the 

kayak tour they offer in the summer months. 

     On Saturday, March 5, we attended the PSO birding 

trip in Blackwater NWR located near Cambridge, 

Maryland.  We arrived to find 25 people in attendance 

including the tour leader Chad Kauffman.  After 

introductions, the birding started in earnest with rafts for 

Canvasbacks, Greater/Lesser Scaup, Long Tailed Ducks, 

Common Loon, Bufflehead, Surf Scoter, and Golden-

eyes seen from the parking lot area and the adjoining 

park that we drove to. 

     After spending about an hour at the inlet area, we 

traveled to the Blackwater Visitors Center.  Upon 

arriving at the visitors center, we had a Kestrel and 

several Horned Larks in the parking lot area.  After a 

short visit and tour of the visitor center and surrounding 

area, we headed for the wildlife loop tour road.  A 

section of the road was closed due to nesting wildlife so 

we did not get to travel the entire route. 

     Our first stop was the woods trail area where we 

walked a short trail looking for Brown-headed Nuthatch.  

We had no luck on the trail so we decided to walk the 

closed section of the tour road (which was allowed), and 

after about a 1/2 mile, we were rewarded with several 

looks at not only Brown-headed Nuthatch, but we also 

had excellent looks at several very close Brown Creepers 

and Golden-crowned Kinglets. 

     We then proceeded along the wildlife drive, stopping 

several times to observe waterfowl and other species 

including:  Bald Eagles on nest, Snow Geese, Tundra 

Swans, Northern Shovelers, and American Wigeon just 

to name a few. 

     The wildlife driving tour took us about 3 hours to 

complete and ended around 1:30 pm.  We ended the trip 

with 66 species and including several FOY's for many in 

the group.  I plan to return to Blackwater NWR later in 

the year with QAS...more to come on this trip at a later 

date!  (Photo by Jim Fiorentino). 

 

Ravens nest in D.C. for the first time in 100 

years – by Dana Hedgpeth (https://www.washingtonpost.com/ 

local/ravens-nest-in-dc-for-the-first-time-in-100-years/2016/03/15/ 

8f3a9d86-eabd-11e5-a6f3-21ccdbc5f74e_story.html)  
 

     For the first time in roughly 100 years, the District 

has a pair of ravens that have set up a nest in the city.  

(No, not the Baltimore football team.)  Real ravens, as in 

birds. Think Edgar Allan Poe. 

     The pair of ravens has made their home underneath a 

bridge along the Potomac River.  Experts don’t want to 

reveal the exact location because the birds are in a period 

of incubating their eggs.  “It is a sensitive period for 

them,” said Dan Rauch, a biologist with the District’s 

Department of Energy and Environment.  “We need to 

give them some space.” 

     Although they share the same black plumage, ravens 

are larger versions of crows, with an average wingspan 

of 46 inches, 10 inches longer than their smaller cousins, 

according to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  They also 

have a distinct diamond-shaped tail, vs. the rounded ones 

of a common crow. 

     They have been spotted a handful of times in the past 

over the District, but they likely were chased off by 

development or hawks or bald eagles. This marks the 

first time in at least a century that the birds have bred 

here, Rauch said. 

     Typically, ravens make their nests in mountains or 

cliffs. And ravens had pretty much disappeared from a 

number of mid-Atlantic areas for years. The closest they 

have been known to live to the D.C. area is parts of West 

Virginia and Sugarloaf Mountain near Frederick, Md.  

“This is rare but becoming more common,” Rauch said 

of the ravens in the District. “This is not their natural 

habitat.” 

     Ravens have been slowly making a comeback and are 

“starting to repopulate and move back” into the Potomac 

River area.  The last time ravens were sighted as a pair 

with a nest in the Washington area was in Montgomery 

County in 2006 near the Cabin John area, according to 

Rauch.  Ravens are very adaptive, and that’s likely what 
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attracted the birds to the area under a bridge, experts 

said.  “They think they’re up on the side of a mountain 

face, nesting in a cavity,” Rauch said. “They don’t know 

it’s a bridge.”  He said the area where the ravens have 

put their nest is secluded and doesn’t have as much 

traffic as downtown. Plus, they have a food source with 

the Potomac River nearby.  “It resembles the usual 

habitat that they prefer,” Rauch said. 

     The incubation period for ravens is about 24 days, and 

then young ravens typically wait 40 to 45 days before 

leaving the nest. Rauch said he plans to monitor the birds 

from afar using a long-range scope to document the 

nesting. Then he will try to figure out how many birds 

hatched.  (Photo by Dan Rauch/D.C. Department of 

Energy and Environment). 
 

California Condors Achieve a Happy New 

Milestone – for the first time in decades, the 

odds are looking more in the condors’ favor 
– by Emily Silber (http://www.audubon.org/news/california-

condors-achieve-happy-new-milestone?s_src=2016-03-17_email_ 

newsletter&utm_source=engagement&utm_medium=email&utm

_campaign=2016-03-17_email_newsletter) 

 

     After more than 35 years of flirting with extinction, 

the California Condor is finally due for a success story. 

This week the California Condor Recovery Program 

announced that 2015 was the first year in decades in 

which the number of chicks hatched and raised in the 

wild outweighed the number of wild condor deaths—14 

births to 12 deaths: a sign that these pink-faced beauties 

are on a steady track to recovery. 

     Condors may be the largest birds in North America, 

but they were, and still are, scarce. The bird was among 

the first animals to be protected by the Endangered 

Species Act in the 1970s—thanks to pressure from 

Audubon members. But habitat loss, hunting, DDT 

contamination, and, above all, lead poisoning continued 

to plague the condor, and ultimately, the species was 

reduced to a mere 23 individuals by the 1980s. 

     That’s when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 

their partners decided they had to step in. In 1987, all of 

the remaining wild condors were captured and put into a 

captive breeding program. A few years later the hatched 

juveniles were released into the wild in California, 

Arizona, and Baja California. 

     Chicks that are hatched in captivity are typically 

released into the wild before the age of two, says Eric 

Davis, coordinator for the recovery program. He says 

that anywhere from 20 to 40 condors are freed each year. 

But reproduction can be slow among the species—

females only lay one egg per nesting season. (Remember 

this gawky little guy that hatched on camera last spring, 

thanks to the loving care of two mommies?) In 2008, 

however, there were more condors soaring through the 

skies than there were in captivity—a huge landmark for 

the program. The population is now close to 270, with 

another 150 or so in captivity. 

     So what was the turning point for the species? 

“Chicks that were hatched in captivity and released into 

the wild are now producing their own wild chicks,” says 

Davis. “That’s a major milestone in the march to 

recovery.” 

     The program is now focusing on managing and 

maintaining the wild populations so that the endangered 

birds can become self-sustaining. Unfortunately, lead is 

still everywhere in their environment. Since condors are 

notorious carrion scavengers, they often end up ingesting 

poison while feasting on animals that have been shot. 

Two of the twelve wild birds that died last year were 

killed by lead poisoning. To combat this tragic trend, 

Audubon California is directing a campaign to help the 

state achieve its goal of going lead-free by 2019. 

     “Many groups have fought hard to keep the California 

Condor wild, and we are thrilled to witness a time when 

the condor’s survival has been improved to this level,” 

says Andrea Jones, Audubon California’s director of bird 

conservation. “Just a few weeks ago, I saw seven 

condors flying free in Big Sur. [It was] such an amazing 

sight.”  (Photo by Joseph Brandt/USFWS). 

 

 
 

On the Web 
 

You can listen to a great bird podcast by visiting 

http://www.talkinbirds.com/ for Ray Brown’s Talkin’ 
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Birds radio show.  There are a lot of great programs 

archived, and new ones are added regularly. 

May 20th is Endangered Species Day.  You can learn 

more about endangered species and efforts to preserve 

them by visiting http://www.endangered.org/. 

Have you witnessed a bird striking a window in your 

home or workplace?  You can learn more about how to 

prevent window strikes by visiting 

https://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/. 

Is Spanish your first language, or do you have a 

Spanish speaking friend?  Audubon has added a new 

Spanish bird guide to the web.  You can find it at 

http://www.audubon.org/es/guia-de-aves. 

Lastly, but certainly not least, QAS President, Jim 

Fiorentino, has started a new blog.  Keep up with Jim’s 

birding adventures at 

http://bluefox122.blogspot.com/2016/02/a-day-trip-to-

edwin-b-forsythe-nwr-led.html. 

Whether you are a birder, an amateur entomologist, a 

botanist, or just a naturally curious person, there are new 

websites waiting out there to be explored. Share some of 

your favorites with us by emailing your links to 

qas@qasaudubon.org. We may share one of your links in 

a future newsletter. 

 

 

Sponsors Always Appreciated for Audubon 

Adventures for Classrooms 

 
AUDUBON ADVENTURE SPONSORSHIP FORM  
Yes, I wish to sponsor an Audubon Adventures classroom 

for a donation of $45. I understand a label indicating my 

sponsorship will be placed on the kit.  

 

Your Name: ________________________________  
 

Address: ___________________________________  
 

__________________________________________  
 

City: __________________________ State: ______  
 

Zip Code: ________________  

   

Mail to:  Quittapahilla Audubon Society  
    PO Box 123   

             Palmyra, PA 17078 

 

 

 

 
 

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR QAS 
 

You, as a member or friend of QAS, can leave a legacy 

that will help save the special areas you have explored and 

loved long after you are gone. Remember Quittapahilla 

Audubon Society, your LOCAL Audubon connection, 

through a bequest in your Will or through a gift annuity 

that will specifically support QAS programs while paying 

you a monthly income for life.  To learn more about how 

you can make a bequest and create a permanent legacy in 

your name or in someone’s memory, as well as tax 

benefits for planned giving options, please contact your 

attorney or financial advisor. 

In supporting a cause that you hold dear, you can have 

peace of mind that your time on this planet has mattered. 
 

 
 

Chapter-Only Membership Application 

Information 
 

Quittapahilla Audubon Society offers a local Chapter-

Only membership that differs from the current National 

Audubon membership in these ways:  
 

1. The annual fee of $20.00 will go directly for QAS 

activities only.  

2. The membership period runs from July 1st to July 

1st, regardless of when you join.  
 

You will receive the chapter newsletter informing you of 

upcoming events, but you will not receive the Audubon 

magazine.  If you are interested, please issue a check to 

QAS for $20 and mail to: Chapter-Only Membership, c/o 

Jim M. Logan, Chairman, 810 Hill St., Lebanon, PA 

17046. Do not mail to the National membership address 

in Palm Coast, FL. 
 

 

QAS Fall Newsletter Deadline  

  

If you have an item, an article or a photo that you would 

like to submit for inclusion in the next issue of the QAS 

Newsletter, please send them to Gary Kinkley by July 17, 

2016.  Articles may be emailed to 

cathartesaura@live.com or mailed to him at 3 Clark 

Road, Annville, PA 17003.  Comments are also welcome.  

This is your chapter and your newsletter, and we want 

to hear from you! 

 

 

 

mailto:qas@qasaudubon.org
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Quittapahilla Audubon Society 
Annual Banquet 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 -- Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. 
Friendship Fire Hall, 610 South Second Street, Lebanon, PA 17042 

Reservations Required 
 

 
 

Menu 

Ham, Turkey, Fruit Cup, Coleslaw, Potato Filling, Mac & Cheese, 

Candied Carrots, Green Beans, Ice Cream, Beverages 
 

Natural History and Conservation of the Eastern Hellbender Salamander 
 

The Eastern Hellbender salamander lives in mountain streams in Eastern North America and can grow to more than 24 inches in 

length. Conservation biologists are concerned that some hellbender populations have been declining and that a few may already be 

extirpated (gone from a certain area).  One person who has been involved in studying the Eastern Hellbender is Dr. Peter Petokas, a 

Freshwater Ecologist and Research Associate with the Clean Water Institute at Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA. Using 

photographs, video footage, and a live hellbender salamander, Dr. Petokas will describe what he has learned about the natural history 

of one of Pennsylvania’s most unique and rarely seen amphibians, and the efforts underway to create new habitat and to restore 

declining and extirpated populations. 
 

Travel Directions 
From 422 East, travel west on Cumberland Street and turn left onto Lincoln Avenue. Continue on Lincoln Avenue to the third traffic light and turn 

right onto Poplar Street. Go one block and turn left onto Second Street. The Friendship Fire Company is on the left – parking lot is on the right. 
From 422 West, travel east on Walnut Street to Lincoln Avenue. Turn right onto Lincoln Avenue. Continue to the second traffic light and turn right 

onto Poplar Street. Go one block and turn left onto Second Street. The Friendship Fire Company is on the left – parking lot is on the right. 

 

**Please Note:  Raffle Prizes – if you already have a raffle prize that you intend to donate, please let us know what you will be bringing so that we 
may prepare a label ahead of time.  We are always very grateful for these donations as the raffle proceeds benefit our education efforts – thank you!   

 
 

THE COST OF THE EVENING IS: $19.00 for Adults / $8.00 for Children 4 through 9 (under 4 are Free) 
 

YOUR NAME:____________________________________________________TELEPHONE:___________________ 
 

ADDRESS:____________________________________CITY________________STATE______ZIP_________ 
 

NUMBER OF ADULTS:____ NUMBER OF CHILDREN:____ AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________ 
 

Please send this slip and your check, payable to The Quittapahilla Audubon Society or (QAS) to: 
 

Jo Ann Yeagley 

121 Swatara Circle 

Jonestown, Pa 17038 
 

MUST HAVE RESERVATIONS MADE BY MAY 18, 2016 

– refunds cannot be made after the deadline – 
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2016 Osprey Nesting Survey – Doug Gross, 

Pennsylvania Game Commission Ornithologist, and the PGC 

Wildlife Diversity Team (http://ebird.org/content/pa/news/2016-

osprey-nesting-survey/) 
 

     The Osprey is one of our most recognizable and 

popular raptors. Like the Bald Eagle, it is 

a charismatic bird of conservation concern strongly 

associated with aquatic habitats. Yet often it is found 

near humans. Unique in appearance, it is truly the 

“people’s fish hawk.” This year, the Game Commission 

is performing an extensive statewide survey of osprey 

nests. It is an initiative that’s not possible without the 

help of volunteers. Those who are interested in taking 

part can learn more at the Game Commission’s website, 

(www.pgc.pa.gov). Information on the nest survey is 

available on the Bird Conservation part of the Birding 

and Bird Conservation section under the Wildlife tab. 

Just download the Osprey Nest Survey Form along with 

the Nest Observation Protocol, and submit it to 

osprey@pa.gov. 

There is an Osprey nest survey web page on the Game 

Commission website that has more information about 

this survey, including a link to the survey form. For the 

specific page on the website, please see: 

www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/GetInvolved/Pag

es/OspreyNestSurvey.aspx. 

     There also is a comprehensive description of the 

species in the state in the agency’s Wildlife Section 

under Endangered species. The survey seeks to 

determine the location of each active nest. If you know 

about a pair of ospreys, we would appreciate hearing 

from you. Please do not assume that a nest that you know 

about is covered by somebody else. The coordinates of 

the nest support structure is very important information 

to include in any report. This is easily achieved 

information with an on-line mapping program. For us to 

better understand Osprey management, it also is very 

helpful to know what kind of structure the nest is built on 

and what type of water body is nearby and used by the 

Ospreys for foraging. And, if possible, the number of 

chicks in each nest is great to know. The form asks for 

the data by August 31, but we would appreciate reports 

of active nests long before then (the productivity 

information can come later). We did a statewide Osprey 

survey in 2010 and found at least 115 nests, but missed 

several nests found later that were known to the birding 

community and were not reported. Since then, Ospreys 

have continued to expand slightly into new areas and 

have been recorded in a few more places. We would like 

to learn of these new nests. 

     The Pennsylvania Game Commission is changing its 

emphasis with Osprey management to watershed-based 

clusters rather than the Breeding Bird Atlas regions, so 

information about the known watershed also is 

appreciated. The information will be used to update the 

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program database and 

also enable us to better understand the status of this state-

threatened species and its management potential. We 

intend to find at least 10 active nesting pairs in at least 

four different watershed clusters. That is a modest goal 

that we are confident that we can achieve with your 

assistance.  

     The Game Commission has written a recovery and 

management plan for the Pennsylvania Osprey breeding 

population that can be found on the agency website in 

the Wildlife section. There are at least 100 nesting pairs 

in the state, but we do not receive information about all 

nests each year. 

     Most of these nests can be found in six distinct 

geographic clusters based on watersheds: the Upper 

Delaware River basin including the Poconos region; the 

Lower Delaware River basin; the Lower Susquehanna 

River basin; the Upper North Branch Susquehanna basin, 
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mostly the Tioga-Hammond Reservoirs; the Upper Ohio 

– Beaver Watershed including Lake Arthur and the 

Northwestern wetlands; and the Allegheny River 

watershed including Kinzua Reservoir and Lake 

Wilhelm. There also are some Osprey nests in the 

watersheds of the West Branch Susquehanna River and 

the Monongahela River. 

     With the exception of the lower Delaware River and 

the Ohio River, the majority of the state’s Osprey nests 

are associated with reservoirs or impounded sections of 

rivers that are a lot like lakes. Most Osprey nests in 

Pennsylvania are built on human-made structures such as 

communication towers, transmission towers or nest 

platforms. And many of the Osprey clusters are near 

power stations where there is an abundance of artificial 

perching and nest sites as well as fish. Ospreys are often 

displaced by Bald Eagles but can coexist under certain 

conditions and do better than eagles in highly human-

modified landscapes where there is a lot of human 

activity. So, in this way Osprey recovery can co-occur 

with the successful Bald Eagle recovery. 

     The Osprey population has grown steadily since its 

reintroduction in the 1980s. Although we have located 

more than 100 nests in recent years, we know that some 

nests have been overlooked. We also do not know if 

Ospreys are consistently using all sites, but we suspect 

that they are in most cases. In the 2010 survey, there was 

a clustered distribution with the top four counties 

accounting for 66 percent of the total number of nests. 

So, the distribution of this species is quite different from 

the much more widely distributed Bald Eagle or other 

raptors. It is almost colonial in its pattern. Of course, the 

places where you can find Ospreys are often good 

birding spots worth eBirding. So, we also urge birders to 

submit observations to eBird for those interesting places. 

     Thanks in advance for your cooperation with the 

statewide Osprey survey, our agency bird surveys, and 

eBird! 

 

Hersheypark Fundraiser – Rosemary Spreha 

 

     Thank you to all who volunteered for QAS at 

Hersheypark this year:  David Gray, Kay Knepp, Mark 

LaManna, James Massey Jr., George Mentzer, Jerilynn 

Millvan, Len Neidig and Patty Van Scyoc. 

     Volunteers received a voucher good for a day pass to 

the park for each shift worked, and QAS received a 

donation from Hersheypark for their efforts.  If you are 

interested in participating, please contact Rosemary 

Spreha. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Chapter Membership Application 

Local Chapter Quittapahilla Audubon (C0ZU16OZ) 
 

___ Yes, I would like to join. Please enroll me as a 

member of the National Audubon Society and my local 

chapter at the INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP cost 

of $20. Please send AUDUBON magazine, my 

membership card, and the chapter newsletter to the 

address below.  
  

Name:____________________________________  
  

Address:__________________________________  
  

City:__________________State:____Zip:________  
  

  ___ Introductory Membership $20.00  

  

My check for $________ is enclosed.  
  

Please make all checks payable to:   

National Audubon Society  

225 Varick Street, 7th Floor  

New York, NY 10014 

Attn. Chance Mueleck  

C0ZU16OZ 

 

QAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Rosemary Spreha (2016)    657-0271  

Art Schiavo (2016)   533-1978  

Fritz Heilman (2016)   273-0487  

Ruth Krebs (2016)    867-4884  

Jim C. Logan (2016)   865-5522  

Gary Kinkley (2017)    503-4027  

Terry Weaver (2017)    272-3491  

Jo Ann Yeagley (2017)   865-4787  
 

OFFICERS/CHAIRPERSONS for 2015-2016  

President - Jim Fiorentino    274-2305  

Vice-President -  Open  

Secretary - Maggie Hummel   865-6232  

Treasurer - Brenda Gish   367-1926  

Conservation - Art Schiavo   533-1978  

Education - Open    533-2448  

Field Trips - Fritz Heilman   273-0487  

Membership - Jim M. Logan   273-8438  

Newsletter - Gary Kinkley   503-4027  

Programs - Board Members 

Publicity - Ruth Krebs    867-4884   

 

The QAS Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in 

January, March, May, July, September, and November at the 

Lebanon Valley UCC Home, Annville, PA. Meetings are open 

to interested persons. If you would like to attend a meeting or 

are interested in finding out about any of the open positions 

listed here, please contact Jim Fiorentino, President.



QUITTAPAHILLA AUDUBON SOCIETY  

PO BOX 123  

PALMYRA PA 17078  

  

WWW.QASAUDUBON.ORG  
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Quittapahilla  Audubon  Society    
  

Your local Audubon chapter, 

working to 

preserve nature and the environment, 

invites you to join us for 

our programs and field trips. 
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