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Upcoming QAS Events
Join Us! Everyone Is Welcome!
Upcoming Programs . . .
The Quittapahilla Audubon Society holds its programs
in the Chapel of the Lebanon Valley Home at 7:30pm
every fourth Wednesday of the month from September
through April (with the exception of November and
December). Due to the holidays, the programs are held
another week in these two months. Programs are free and
open to the public. They are designed for a general
audience and children are welcome when accompanied
by an adult.
Lebanon Valley Home is located one half mile east of
the intersection of Routes 422 and 934 at 550 East Main
Street, Annville, PA. There is limited parking in front of
the Home with additional parking available on the
adjacent streets. Please use the main entrance at the end
of the covered walkway in the front of the Home.
The Chapel is handicap accessible.
Please note that the Lebanon Valley Home has a new
policy regarding the front entrance. The door will now
be locked at 6pm each night instead of 8pm for the safety
of residents. We will have a QAS member out front on
meeting nights until the meeting starts to open the door.
There will also be a doorbell installed which will alert a
Lebanon Valley Home employee to your presence if you
are late.

May 23 – What's NOT to Love about a
Bluebird? The Ecology and Management
of the Eastern Bluebird – Dr. Dean C. Rust
***Please note the new date and the new location
for our banquet at the Hebron Banquet Hall, 701

East Walnut Street, Lebanon, PA 17042.
Reservations are required. See Page for more
details!
The Bluebird is one of the most cherished songbirds
in the US and has inspired poets,
songwriters, playwrights, and movie directors for over
100 years. People of all ages love Bluebirds and long to
see more of them. This presentation will cover the life
cycle of
the
Eastern
Bluebird,
and how
to attract
them to
your
yard. Dr.
Rust will
describe
the types
of nest
boxes they prefer and the varieties of plantings that
produce berries they enjoy. Mealworms, predator
guards, and House Sparrow control will be topics of
interest as well as a short question and answer time. Dr.
Rust currently monitors 17 bluebird trails in 4 counties
(Lancaster, Dauphin, Chester and York). There are over
320 bluebird nest boxes on these trails, and each summer
they fledge approximately 750 baby bluebirds! The
trails are located in state parks, at schools, on golf
courses, in city & township parks, and on church
properties. Dr. Rust will have copies of his new book,
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The Beloved and Charismatic Bluebird, available for
purchase at the banquet.
Dr. Dean C. Rust is the current president of The
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania. He graduated from
Ohio State University Dental School in 1972, and moved
to Lancaster County in 1972 where he practiced dentistry
until his retirement in 2005. In addition to his work with
bluebirds, Dr. Rust also enjoys gardening, woodworking,
and watching all songbirds & waterfowl. He has also
been high school and college field hockey umpire for the
last 19 years. You can learn more about his work and his
new book by checking out his website:
www.bluebirdconservation.com.

And Our Field Trips at a Glance . . .
Please join us for as many of our field trips as your
calendar will allow.

Saturday, May 13 – 26th Annual
Pennsylvania Migration Count
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Observation of resident birds via drive along tour road.
Meet 8 AM at visitor center parking lot. Leader Jim
Fiorentino (269-0675).

Saturday, August 26 – Pumping Station
Road
Meet 8 AM at parking lot off route 322. Leader Jim
Fiorentino (269-675).

QAS Needs You!
If you can give a little bit of your time to QAS, please
consider becoming a board member, an officer, or a
committee chairperson. Your help will be welcome in any
capacity – even if you only have a little bit of time to help.
The reach of QAS is only limited by the abilities and
contributions of our members. You can talk to any officer
or board member anytime about your interest in
volunteering. We would love to welcome you to the
QAS team!

A count of migrating birds in Lebanon County. Contact
leader Chuck Berthoud for more information (889-0196).

Sunday, May 21 – Birdathon – QAS
Annual Fundraiser
Team competition to observe bird species. Form your
own team or meet 8 AM at MCWMA visitor center
parking lot. Contact Fritz Heilman for more information
(273-0487).

Check out the QAS Grant Program!
The grant applications are online. We accept them
year-round! Check out the QAS website if you or
someone you know has a project that may qualify
for a QAS Grant!

Sunday, June 11 – Lebanon Valley Rail
Trail
Observation of local birds via walk on rail-trail. Meet 8
AM at Lebanon Valley Expo center parking lot next to
the rail-trail. Leader Jim Fiorentino (269-0675).

Sunday, July 30 – Middle Creek Wildlife
Management Area
Observation of butterflies and dragonflies at visitor
center grounds and groomed trails. Meet 3 PM at visitor
center parking lot. Leader Fritz Heilman (273-0487).

Sunday, August 6 – Middle Creek Wildlife
Management Area

QAS Camper Scholarships – Rosemary Spreha
QAS is looking for qualified local students to attend
nature-related summer camps. Scholarships are available
for students in first through twelfth grade. Scholarships
are also available for Educators. Anyone interested in
attending summer camp and applying for a QAS
scholarship needs to choose a camp appropriate to their
age group and submit a scholarship application to QAS.
Updated applications and the criteria are available online
at www.QASAudubon.org.
Suggested camps include ZooAmerica Day Camp,
Wildwood Way Day Camp, and Hog Island Audubon
Camp. Parents are responsible for a portion of the camp
tuition and transportation to and from camp.
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Welcome to our new QAS members . . .
Hope to see you at many of our events!
Mary Averill, Sandra Deschamps, Rebecca Doane,
Cindy Donahue, Robin Frehafer, Lynne Galanes, Betty
Gernert, Robert Hearson, Winifred Kaebrick, Laurenda
Keller, Brian Lash, Richard Leedy, Mark Leibich, Dawn
Moffett, Frank Montgomery, Peter Owens, Robert
Pelak, Jane Popko, Kim Powell, Elayna Richards, Betty
Shaffer, Debra Shifflett, Kathleen Steventon, Rolayne
Venator, Constant Wagner, Cathleen Wetzel, Ed
Yewdall

A Word from QAS President Jim
Fiorentino…
It’s March 1, 2017 as I write this and I have to
wonder what happened to Winter this year (so far that
is). It’s almost 70 degrees outside, and as I look out my
den window, my daffodils are about ready to open.
They’re not
just popping
through the
soil – they’re
actually
getting ready
to open…in
March!!!
Well, whether
it’s global
warming or
not, I really
must say that I
didn’t miss the
snow at ALL
this winter.
As in other
years, the
approach of
spring means migration and that means warblers! But
before they arrive, the annual snow goose spectacle at
Middle Creek must happen, and again this year it was
early. Most migrants have already passed as I write this.
I was there yesterday, and I saw about 10,000 Snow
Geese and maybe 200 Tundra Swans. It was in stark
contrast from about 3 weeks ago, when there were
80,000+ Snow Geese and 2000+ Tundra swans! The
warmer weather has them moving earlier and earlier each
year.
Again, this year, I am planning a trip to Magee
Marsh. We are going during the first week of May
which is a week earlier than other years. And again, this
year, I will remind everyone that hasn’t been to Magee
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Marsh during the warbler migration to take the time (a
day or two) to visit this beautiful place at least once in
your birding lifetime. You will not regret the experience
anytime soon!
Speaking of trips, QAS has scheduled numerous field
trips this spring – be sure to check out our website,
Facebook page, local newspapers, and other media
outlets for announcements (a special thanks to our
Publicly Chair, Ruth Krebs, for making sure this happens
for each event and program). This past weekend, I led a
trip to Barnegat Lighthouse and Brigantine NWR in New
Jersey. The weather cooperated and we tallied 48
species (there is a full report below). This is one of
several locations we are planning to visit – they include:
Middle Creek, Swatara State Park, Blackwater NWR,
Monroe Valley (wildflowers), Lebanon Valley Rail
Trail, Pumping Station Road and the John Heinz NWR.
All QAS field trips and programs are intended for the
education and enjoyment of you – our membership and
the general public. So please plan on attending one or
more of the field trips and/or programs in 2017.
In closing, as always, I hope to see all of you along a
birding trail, at a QAS program, at Magee Marsh, on a
QAS field trip, or at my favorite birding location –
Middle Creek – sometime during the spring 2017
migration. (Photo by Fritz Heilman)
Good Birding!

How Much Do You “like” QAS?
QAS is on Facebook! Please stop by and “like” us.
We are always adding content about meetings and field
trips as well as links which may interest QAS members.
In addition, you can still sign up for the QAS-Announce
mailing list to receive e-mail reminders for our public
meetings, field trips, and other announcements of interest.
Just go to our website at www.qasaudubon.org!

Saturday, December 17 – QAS 37th Annual
Christmas Bird Count
This season’s Christmas Bird Count (12-18-16)
marked the 117th for the National Audubon Society and
the 37th for the Quittapahilla Audubon Society. Weather
was not favorable with fog and occasional light rain in
the AM and overcast skies in the PM. Wind gusted to 11
mph and we had a low of 36 and high of 47 degrees
Fahrenheit. Still water was frozen and moving water
open. There was a trace of snow cover. There were 27
participants in the field in 8 parties, plus six feeder
watchers.
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Total species count was 66 (the record is 83, recorded
in 2007 & 2012 - prior ten year average is 77). The total
individual count was 7,370 (the record is 30,684,
recorded in 2008 – prior ten year average is 13,764). We
had only 1 species with a count the highest for the
history of the Lebanon CBC (the entire 36 years): 5 redshouldered hawks. Unusual species to the count (those
seen about five times or less) included just the savannah
sparrow – with one of these observed. There were no
new species observed. The difficult count weather
contributed to the low numbers, however even with those
conditions we did have notable highlights, including the
above and 7 harriers (one short of the historical high), an
adult golden eagle, a rusty blackbird and 10 yellowbellied sapsuckers (which matched the previous high).
I also want to express my thanks to Randy Miller for
his assistance over the years with the CBC – the status of
Lebanon County birds continues to benefit from his
observations. He had to step aside this year for coverage
of section one. My thanks as well to Dave and
Rosemary for covering parts of that area.
Finally, I want to share this observation from Life
Histories Of North American Woodpeckers by Arthur
Cleveland Bent, published 1939. For those not familiar
this was a series of books published over a span of years,
covering all bird families, and notable for the extensive
first-hand accounts of natural history of each
species. On the red-headed woodpecker, a writer states
“that they not only eat beechnuts in the fall, but store
them up for winter use …their accumulations were found
in all sorts of places: cavities in old tree trunks contained
nuts by the handful…”. These volumes make for
interesting reading for observations that give insight to
the habits of birds observed today.
Listed below are the section leaders, location in the
count circle and species highlights:
1&2. Dave McNaughton (NW, restricted) 45 species: 1
golden eagle; 1 savannah sparrow; 1 red-winged
blackbird
2. Gerry Boltz (NE) 38 species: 1 red-shouldered hawk;
1 red-headed woodpecker; 2 purple finch
3. Dennis Wingle (E) 23 species: 1mute swan; 1 pileated
woodpecker; 1 belted kingfisher
1 & 4. Rosemary Spreha (WC) 44 species: 3 bald
eagles; 3 red-shouldered hawks; 2 common grackle
5. Bob Peda (WC) 42 species: 2 bald eagles; 4 yellowbellied sapsuckers; 15 American tree sparrows
6. Jane Light (S) 19 species: 1 red-bellied woodpecker;
1-yellow-bellied sapsucker; 1 brown creeper
7. Fritz Heilman (SC) 29 species: 1 northern harrier; 1
great-horned owl; 12 American robin
8. Steve Rannels (W) 38 species: 4 northern harrier; 5
golden-crowned kinglets; 2 swamp sparrows
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Saturday, December 31 – Lebanon Valley
Rail Trail
Highlights of today’s (12-31-16) field trip to Lebanon
Valley Rail Trail by the Lebanon Fair Grounds, as led by
chapter president Jim Fiorentino. We had 15 participants
on about a 90 minute visit to this area, observing about
24 species (Jim has the complete list). Walking south on
the trail, through the section of woods which we may as
well call “Woodpecker Woods” for all the signs and
activity, we had one of perhaps three highlights for the
walk with a nice observation of a male yellow-bellied
sapsucker. Also
in these woods
were several
downy
woodpeckers
and a redbellied
woodpecker. In
this general area
we also had
another notable
bird with a
white-crowned sparrow. And heading south of this
woodlot into the clearing, on the east side was a nice
look at another notable bird, a female Eastern towhee – a
very good bird for this time of year.

Friday, January 27 – Bombay Hook
National Wildlife Refuge
Five participants left Cornwall on Friday, January 27
at 8am and headed for their first stop – Bombay Hook
NWR. We arrived at BHNWR around 10:45am, and
after a short stop at the visitors center, we proceeded to
drive the tour road where we identified a total of 25
species including several 100 Pintails, Green-winged
Teal, and Tundra Swans. Our next stop was Indian River
Inlet where we had 13 species – including: Purple
Sandpipers, Red-throated Loon, and Black Scoters. We
next proceeded to Ocean City Inlet where we observed
one of the surprise species of the trip – a pair of male
Harlequin ducks! We also observed Red-breasted
Merganser, Common Eider, Ruddy Turnstone, and
Brant.
The following day, we entered Chincoteague NWR.
We made many stops along the entrance (tour) road,
walked the beach area, woodland, and lighthouse trails
and the boardwalk near the beach area. We had 61
species in the refuge – including Eurasian Wigeon,
Horned Grebe, Northern Gannet, Surf Scoter, Blackheaded Gull, Redheaded Woodpecker, Brown Headed
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Nuthatch, Willett and American Oyster-catcher to name
a few
Sunday morning, we returned to Chincoteague NWR
in search of one of the target birds we had not yet.seen –
the Marbled Godwit! We weren’t able to located it, but
we did see
Merlin and
Black-crowned
Night Heron to a
trip species list.
On the drive to
Bombay Hook
we observed
several thousand
snow geese
feeding in a field and a Red-shouldered Hawk. Back at
Bombay Hook we observed several Greater White
Fronted Geese as well The weather for the trip was
great (a little windy at times), but we had no snow, and
the temps remained in high 40's with clear skies most of
the time. There where a few surprise species observed on
the trip most notable the Harlequin Ducks, Red Headed
Woodpecker, Brant and Black Headed Gull. And the
views we had of the Eurasian Wigeon where spectacular
in the early morning sunlight. Collectively, we tallied 87
species for the trip! (Photo by Jim Fiorentino)

Sunday, February 19 – Union Canal
Tunnel Park – 20th Annual Great
Backyard Bird Count
Here are highlights of the most recent Quittapahilla
Audubon Society field trip. We had 17 participants on
about a 2 1/2 hour visit this past Sunday (2-19-17) to
Union Canal Tunnel Park for the observation of flora and
fauna, including data collection for the annual "Great
Backyard Bird Count". The weather was atypically warm
and there was no snow cover. Our walk took us up the
Hawk's Flight Trail, where we then switched to the
Gravel Hill Trail, a nice section of trail heading east and
circling around to bring us to the Pansy Hill Meadow on
top of the woodlot. Along the way, we observed various
birds including titmice and cardinals, along with the call
of the Carolina wren and a pair of red-tailed hawks
circling overhead. Trees along this pathway included
black cherry, black locust, ailanthus and ash. Many of
the
ash trees we observed had the tell-tail signs of being
infected with emerald ash borer beetles. One neat
observation was the hanging cocoons of the Promethia
moth on spicebush, one of its preferred foods in the
caterpillar stage. Later on, near the south portal we
observed a yellow-bellied sapsucker, and finally towards
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the end of our walk we added an unexpected orangecrowned warbler, observed just north of the farmer's lane
that heads west from the south portal area. The final bird
species count for the visit was twenty.

Friday and Saturday, March 24 and 25 –
Blackwater National Wildlife Area
On March 24 and 25, a group from the Quittapahilla
Audubon Society made a seasonal trip to the Blackwater
National Wildlife Area in Cambridge, Maryland. On
Friday, March 24, all 8 members attending the trip met in
Cornwall and headed for our first stop - the Chesapeake
Bay Environmental Center in Grasonville, Maryland.
Our first destination was the visitors center, where we
met with some very friendly employees and volunteers
who
reviewed
with us
what was
being seen
recently
and where
we may be
able to
observe a
nesting
Great
Horned Owl and a Cackling Goose on the grounds. As
started walking the blue trail from the parking lot, our
species count was at 14. We added a FOY (first of year)
Eastern Phoebe to the list and several other common
species including Carolina Chickadee & Turkey
Vulture. Our target species for this area was the Brown
Headed Nuthatch, and as we walked along the beginning
wooded section of the blue trail, we could hear many of
Brown Headed Nuthatches calling – but could not any
see them. After some frustrating minutes trying to
observe them in the very tops of the pines and not having
very much luck, we decided to move along to another
area along the trail and to an observation platform
overlooking the Hog Bay area. The observation platform
gave us just enough height, to see the nuthatches, and as
luck would have it, several flew into the pines almost
directly in front of us giving everyone good looks.
Target species #1 was in the books!
As we began scanning the water from the platform
overlooking Hog Bay, we observed several hundred
Canvasbacks, many Lesser & Greater Scaups, Red
Throated Mergansers, Buffleheads and several thousand
of Ruddy Ducks. After departing from the platform, we
continued along the trail to the area where we had been
informed you could observe the nesting Great Horned
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Owl. Sure enough, we did in fact see the Great Horned
Owl sitting on the nest – a nice unexpected addition to
the trip species listing! We then continued our trek along
the loop trail. As we walked, we began to see movement
on the Bayberry bushes along the trail, and that could
only mean one thing – Yellow-rumped Warblers! We
also added: Song Sparrows, Cardinals, Tree Swallows,
Osprey, Brown Thrasher, and a Cackling Goose to our
list of 37 species.
After a breakfast Saturday, we made our way to the
Cambridge Lighthouse parking area. As we scanned the
area, we observed Horned Grebe, Lesser and Greater
Scaup, and Surf Scoter! Our next stop was again along
the Choptank River at Great Marsh Park where we again
observed rafts of Lesser and Greater Scaup, many
Canvasbacks, and American Wigeon. We arrived at the
Blackwater NWR visitors center shortly before 11:30am,
and entered the wildlife loop. Just one of the fresh water
ponds yielded over 20 species of waterfowl including:
Green-winged Teal, Ruddy Duck, American Wigeon,
Bufflehaed, Gadwall, Snow Goose, Canada Goose,
Northern Shoveler, and Pied Billed Grebe to name a few.
We then moved on to the pine tree wooded area of the
drive where we heard Pine Warblers calling. We did get
some very good looks at several of the Pine Warblers.
We also got great looks at White Pelicans to round out
our species count for the trip at 76 species! (Photo by
Jim Fiorentino)

Sunday, March 26 – Timberdoodle at
Memorial Lake State Park
We had four attendees on a very damp and chilly
evening. The low cloud cover obscured the sky view,
but it enhanced the vocalizations. We were able to hear
at least
eight
peenting
woodcocks!
We were
also able to
distinguish
both the
sound of
the males
special
feathers as
they took
off for their
displays and the chirping notes as they descended. Once
they were in the air, however, they virtually disappeared
from view into the haze. We were able to track down
one peenting male, but we were only briefly able to get it
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in the spotlight. It was still a lot of fun to hear their
vocalizations so clearly. (Photo from Timberdoodle.org)

Saturday, April 8 – Middle Creek Wildlife
Management Area
Here are some highlights of this past field trip. We
had 12 participants on about a 3 3/4 hour, cold and
windy visit to Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area
this past Saturday, April 8, for the observation of resident

and migrating birds. At stop number one by the main
impoundment yielded several duck species on the small
pond on the western side of the road, including a couple
bufflehead and a greater scaup, along with an unusual
look at a double-crested cormorant. Next stop just north
of the great-blue heron rookery, on the right field we
observed a nice look at an Eastern meadowlark.
Continuing on to the tour road, we drove down to the
cul-de-sac and observed several species of ducks on the
western pond at the bottom of the hill, including hooded
merganser and gadwall ducks. A ring-necked pheasant
was notable here as it crossed the road in front of us.
Kestrel were observed on the way back - we had three
for the
visit, a
promising
observation
and
perhaps
suggestive
of future
nesting as
there are
now ten
newly
installed kestrel boxes on site. A side trip to try for the
red-headed woodpecker off Hickory Road by Cocalico
Creek did not yield the woodpecker, but an Eastern
phoebe was observed. A final stop by the white building
off the main road, as seen by the accompanying
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photograph yielded a few more duck species, including
the Northern shoveler. Also at this site, as seen in the
included photos, was a resting raccoon in a tree hollow.
For the visit, we had 37 species. A final stop for lunch by
several of our group at the new Kleinfeltersville
Restaurant capped the outing. (Photo by Terry Weaver)

Sponsors Always Appreciated for Audubon
Adventures for Classrooms
AUDUBON ADVENTURE SPONSORSHIP FORM
Yes, I wish to sponsor an Audubon Adventures classroom
for a donation of $45. I understand a label indicating my
sponsorship will be placed on the kit.
Your Name: ________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
__________________________________________
City: __________________________ State: ______
Zip Code: ________________
Mail to:

Quittapahilla Audubon Society
PO Box 123
Palmyra, PA 17078

Some Reflections on Earth Day, April 22nd
–

Jim Logan

Growing up in Lebanon County during the 1950’s and
1960’s, I don’t recall much, if any, mention of
stewardship of the natural environment. Environmental
awareness was not a “hot topic” in the media of that
time. However, things began to change by 1969 when the
Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, Ohio actually caught fire
due to a build-up of petrochemicals on its surface. Also,
about the same time our own local waterway, the
Quittapahilla Creek, was declared not much better than
an “open sewer” by authorities who were monitoring that
creek. Events like these not only provided the impetus
for the first earth day on April 22, 1970, but they also
seemed to be a calling for me to teach environmental
awareness in the newly formed environmental biology
class in addition to my teaching of regular biology
classes.

As the next several decades passed, attitudes toward
environmental stewardship began to change. A number
of groups of concerned citizens, including Q.A.S.,
became proactive at making the public aware of
environmental issues along with our stewardship
responsibilities.
Some people today believe that environmental
protection has gone too far and has needless regulations.
Unfortunately, even well-intentioned ideas can often get
mired in politics, bureaucracies, and red tape causing
them to be burdensome. Nevertheless, without
environmental regulations we would never have been
able to see trout fishermen of today casting their lines in
the re-vitalized Quittapahilla Creek. Neither would you
find canoeists paddling their way down the Cuyahoga
Valley National Park in Ohio on the river that once
caught fire.
Earth Day stands as a yearly reminder that we are All
called to be stewards of our beautiful natural
environment.

An Historic Day: Protection for the Rusty
Patched Bumble Bee
First bee in the continental United States to become an
endangered species – from http://xerces.org/2017/03/23/anhistoric-day-protection-for-the-rusty-patched-bumble-bee/

Today [3/23/17], protection of the rusty patched
bumble bee under the Endangered Species Act takes
effect, making this the first bee in the continental United
States to be federally protected. This historic moment
comes as a result of a listing petition filed by the Xerces
Society for Invertebrate Conservation. Steps can now be
taken to work toward the recovery of this species, which
previously was common from Minnesota to the Atlantic.
“We are thrilled to see one of North America’s most
endangered species receive the protection it needs,” said
Sarina Jepsen, director of endangered species at the
Xerces Society. “Now that the Fish and Wildlife Service
has listed the rusty patched bumble bee as endangered, it
stands a chance of surviving the many threats it faces—
from the use of neonicotinoid pesticides to diseases.”
This is the culmination of work completed by the
Xerces Society, numerous colleagues in the scientific
community, our partners at Natural Resources Defense
Council, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to help
protect a critically imperiled animal. Now that the rusty
patched bumble bee is listed as an endangered species,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has the authority to
develop and implement a recovery plan for this species,
which has the potential to have a positive effect on
suitable habitat throughout much of the eastern United
States.
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“While this listing clearly supports the rusty patched
bumble bee, the entire suite of pollinators that share its
habitat, and which are so critical to natural ecosystems
and agriculture, will also benefit,” said Rich Hatfield,
senior conservation biologist at the Xerces Society. “This
is a positive step towards the conservation of this
species, and we now have to roll up our sleeves to begin
the actual on-the-ground conservation that will help it
move toward recovery.”
The effort to protect the rusty patched bumble bee has
been long, and the task has been helped along by
numerous people. In particular, the Xerces Society is
grateful for the many individuals who participated in
citizen science projects, initially via Project Bumble Bee
and since 2013 through Bumble Bee Watch.
Observations from citizen scientists had a critical role in
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LEAVE A LEGACY FOR QAS
You, as a member or friend of QAS, can leave a legacy
that will help save the special areas you have explored and
loved long after you are gone. Remember Quittapahilla
Audubon Society, your LOCAL Audubon connection,
through a bequest in your Will or through a gift annuity
that will specifically support QAS programs while paying
you a monthly income for life. To learn more about how
you can make a bequest and create a permanent legacy in
your name or in someone’s memory, as well as tax
benefits for planned giving options, please contact your
attorney or financial advisor.
In supporting a cause that you hold dear, you can have
peace of mind that your time on this planet has mattered.

Chapter-Only Membership Application
Information
Quittapahilla Audubon Society offers a local ChapterOnly membership that differs from the current National
Audubon membership in these ways:
1.
The annual fee of $20.00 will go directly for QAS
activities only.
2.
The membership period runs from July 1st to July
1st, regardless of when you join.
You will receive the chapter newsletter informing you of
upcoming events, but you will not receive the Audubon
magazine. If you are interested, please issue a check to
QAS for $20 and mail to: Chapter-Only Membership, c/o
Jim M. Logan, Chairman, 810 Hill St., Lebanon, PA
17046. Do not mail to the National membership address
in Palm Coast, FL.
understanding the rusty patched bumble bee’s current
distribution. Special thanks go to photographer Clay Bolt
and filmmaker Neil Losin of Day’s Edge Productions,
who produced the award-winning film, A Ghost in the
Making.
The overwhelming scientific and public support,
including the more than 128,000 people that signed a
petition urging endangered species protection, for this
species has been incredibly heartening. Few disappearing
species have engendered this level of support for
protection. Because of this collective effort the rusty
patched bumble bee now has a chance—and that is
something we can all celebrate. (Photo by Gary
Kinkley)

QAS Fall Newsletter Deadline
If you have an item, an article or a photo that you would
like to submit for inclusion in the next issue of the QAS
Newsletter, please send them to Gary Kinkley by July 17,
2016.
Articles
may
be
emailed
to
cathartesaura@live.com or mailed to him at 3 Clark
Road, Annville, PA 17003. Comments are also welcome.
This is your chapter and your newsletter, and we want
to hear from you!
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Quittapahilla Audubon Society
Annual Banquet
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 -- Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.
Hebron Banquet Hall, 701 East Walnut Street (Route 422), Lebanon, PA 17042
Reservations Required

Banquet Menu
Served Buffet Style
Garden Salad, Roast Turkey Breast, Baked Ham, Potato Filling,
Glazed Carrots, Assorted Cakes, Assorted Hot & Cold Beverages

What's NOT to Love about a Bluebird? The Ecology and Management of the Eastern Bluebird
The Bluebird is one of the most cherished songbirds in the US and has inspired poets, songwriters, playwrights, and movie directors
for over 100 years. People of all ages love Bluebirds and long to see more of them. This presentation will cover the life cycle of the
Eastern Bluebird, and how to attract them to your yard. Dr. Rust will describe the types of nest boxes they prefer and the varieties of
plantings that produce berries they enjoy. Mealworms, predator guards, and House Sparrow control will be topics of interest as well
as a short question and answer time. Dr. Rust currently monitors 17 bluebird trails in 4 counties (Lancaster, Dauphin, Chester and
York). There are over 320 bluebird nest boxes on these trails, and each summer they fledge approximately 750 baby bluebirds! The
trails are located in state parks, at schools, on golf courses, in city & township parks, and on church properties. Dr. Rust will have
copies of his new book, The Beloved and Charismatic Bluebird, available for purchase at the banquet. (Photo by Jim Cascarino)
Travel Directions
From 422 East, travel west on Cumberland Street and turn left onto South 5th Avenue. Continue on South 5th Avenue to Walnut Street and turn left.
Travel east on Walnut Street to 701 East Walnut Street. The Hebron Banquet Hall is located on the left.
From 422 West, travel east on Walnut Street to 701 East Walnut Street. The Hebron Banquet Hall is located on the left.
**Please Note: Raffle Prizes – if you already have a raffle prize that you intend to donate, please let us know what you will be bringing so that we
may prepare a label ahead of time. We are always very grateful for these donations as the raffle proceeds benefit our education efforts – thank you!

THE COST OF THE EVENING IS: $20.00 for Adults / $7.00 for Children under 12
YOUR NAME:____________________________________________________TELEPHONE:___________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________CITY________________STATE______ZIP_________
NUMBER OF ADULTS:____ NUMBER OF CHILDREN:____ AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________
Please send this slip and your check, payable to The Quittapahilla Audubon Society or (QAS) to:
Jo Ann Yeagley
121 Swatara Circle
Jonestown, Pa 17038
MUST HAVE RESERVATIONS MADE BY MAY 12, 2017

– refunds cannot be made after the deadline –
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NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Chapter Membership Application
Local Chapter Quittapahilla Audubon (C0ZU16OZ)
___ Yes, I would like to join. Please enroll me as a
member of the National Audubon Society and my local
chapter at the INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP cost
of $20. Please send AUDUBON magazine, my
membership card, and the chapter newsletter to the
address below.
Name:____________________________________
Address:__________________________________
City:__________________State:____Zip:________
___ Introductory Membership $20.00
My check for $________ is enclosed.
Please make all checks payable to:
National Audubon Society
225 Varick Street, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10014
Attn. Chance Mueleck
C0ZU16OZ
QAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rosemary Spreha (2016)
Art Schiavo (2016)
Fritz Heilman (2016)
Ruth Krebs (2016)
Jim C. Logan (2016)
Gary Kinkley (2017)
Terry Weaver (2017)
Jo Ann Yeagley (2017)

657-0271
533-1978
273-0487
450-5737
865-5522
503-4027
272-3491
865-4787

OFFICERS/CHAIRPERSONS for 2015-2016
President - Jim Fiorentino
274-2305
Vice-President - Open
Secretary - Maggie Hummel
865-6232
Treasurer - Brenda Gish
367-1926
Conservation - Art Schiavo
533-1978
Education - Open
533-2448
Field Trips - Fritz Heilman
273-0487
Membership - Jim M. Logan
273-8438
Newsletter - Gary Kinkley
503-4027
Programs - Board Members
Publicity - Ruth Krebs
450-5737
The QAS Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in
January, March, May, July, September, and November at the
Lebanon Valley UCC Home, Annville, PA. Meetings are open
to interested persons. If you would like to attend a meeting or
are interested in finding out about any of the open positions
listed here, please contact Jim Fiorentino, President.

New Report Shows the Endangered
Species Act Works for Birds – Gustave Axelson
from https://www.allaboutbirds.org/new-report-shows-theendangered-species-act-works-for-birds/?utm_source=Cornell%
20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=47a136b487-Cornell%20Lab
%20eNews%203_20_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4
7588b5758-47a136b487-277605345
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The Endangered Species Act is often criticized. Some
conservationists say it’s been weakened and watered
down, while other critics say it’s a needless economic
drag that benefits lawyers more than animals. In an
issues primer for last November’s election, the American
Farm Bureau Federation claimed: “the ESA has failed at
recovering and delisting species since its inception.”
That’s just not true for birds, says a report by the
American Bird Conservancy. ABC analyzed population
trends since listing for all 96 bird species protected by
the Endangered Species Act and found that more than 70
percent were increasing, stable, or have been delisted due
to recovery.
“The Endangered Species Act is needed more than
ever. In the past five years, sev-en U.S. bird populations
were listed as threatened and endangered species,” said
Steve Holmer, vice president of policy for the American
Bird Conservancy. “On the bright side, our recent
analysis shows that once listed, most birds are
recovering, thanks in part to the ESA’s safety nets.”
Why does the Endangered Species Act protect
subspecies? Genetically distinct populations within a
single species are important reservoirs of evolutionary
diversity. Quite often, upon closer examination by
scientists, some of these so-called subspecies are
recognized as entirely unique species of their own, such
as with Bicknell’s Thrush and Bell’s Sparrow.
Here’s the Breakdown: The American Bird
Conservancy report examined 96 taxa (including species
and subspecies) that had been listed under the
Endangered Species Act from 1973 to 2011. Outcomes
fell into the following six categories, with examples for
each:
Increasing: 42%
Example: Red-cockaded Woodpecker: Fewer than
10,000 birds were left at the time of ESA listing in 1973,
but management efforts for longleaf pine habitat have
helped the population grow by 50%.
Delisted: 13%
Example: Peregrine Falcon: Listed in 1973, the
population in the Lower 48 states was down to just 650
breeding birds by 1975. Today the population has
rebounded, thanks to a ban on DDT and the success of
captive-breeding-and-release efforts. Delisted in 1999.
Stable: 16%
Example: Spectacled Eider: Surveys at a key breeding
area in Alaska showed a population crash from 95,000
birds in the 1970s to 3,400 birds in 1992. After listing in
1993, the population stabilized at about 12,000 birds.
Declining: 21%
Example: Marbled Murrelet: The population that nests in
old-growth trees in the Pacific Northwest and California
was listed in 1992. At that time, the population was
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about 25,000 murrelets. Today it’s down to fewer than
20,000.
Extinct: 7%
Example: “Dusky” Seaside Sparrow: Protected in the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, this subspecies went
extinct due to draining and mosquito-control efforts in
saltwater marshes in Florida.
Unknown: 2%
Example: “Coastal” California Gnatcatcher: Habitat loss
and nest parasitism by Brown-headed Cowbirds drove
the population of this subspecies down to about 2,500
birds at the time of listing in 1993. A 2008 partial survey
tallied 2,648 birds, but no recent rangewide surveys have
been conducted.

Thank You For the Biggest GBBC Ever –
from the GBBC Newsletter, March 3, 2017

Editor’s Note: QAS’s participation in the 2017 GBBC
(See Page 5) contributed to a new record for the count!
Make sure you come out next year so we can break the
record again!
Once again participants from around the world set
new records for the number of species identified during
the four days of the Great Backyard Bird Count, for the
number of checklists submitted, and the number of
estimated participants. These numbers are based on totals
taken on the afternoon of March 3 and they are
impressive. The amount of increase is based on a
comparison to 2016 count figures:
Total checklists: 173,826 (2016 final total: 162,052)
Total species: 5,940 (2016 final total: 5,689 )
Estimated participants: 214,018 (2016 final total
estimate: 163,763)

State
New York

Number of
Species
181

Number of
Checklists
7,191

Pennsylvania

147

6,983

California

370

6,891

Florida

309

6,024

Texas

360

5,696

Virginia

196

5,190

Ohio

139

4,584

Washington

215

4,252

North Carolina

213

4,220

Michigan

140

4,197
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Quittapahilla Audubon Society
Your local Audubon chapter,
working to
preserve nature and the environment,
invites you to join us for
our programs and field trips.

